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By Migbaru Taddese

MA student , Media and Communication department

Nile tries to explore international
students’ perspectives about Bahir
Dar University in general and Bahir
Dar institute of Technology (BiT) in
particular for this month edition.

Nile:- Hello! I would like to ask you
about your gut feeling about Bahir
Dar University.

Abdirahman:-Thankyouverymuch
for having me. I am Abdirahman
Yasin Hassan, one of the Somali
students who has got the chance to
study at Bahir Dar University Poly
campus. [ am studying Hydraulic and
Water Resource Engineer. I would
like to thank also the University, the
management, and the government
of Ethiopia for facilitating this kind
of education. I am happy with the
teaching-learning process. We learn
in both theoretical and practical
modalities. 1 also would like to
appreciate all the facilities; our
needs, like staying in the country,
our residences, getting our food
inside the campus, also the security
we saw here as the major priority. We
have a good relationship with other
international  students, teachers,
and all the university community.
Everyone is welcoming us and we
feel like we are at home. My friends
and I are very optimistic about being
here at Bahir Dar University and in
Babhir Dar city as well.

Nile: How many of you are here?
Are you the only one who has joined
the Department of Engineering?

Abdirahman: We are around 15
in the Department of Engineering.
Some of our friends graduated last
month. We are around 70 students
in tall over the University. We are
not the only international students
though; there are also students from
Eritrea, the Sudan, and South Sudan.

Nile: How do you see the staff of the
University? What do you feel about
Bahir Dar University in general?

Abdirahman: Most of the time, I
can’tsay the staff is not cool. Many of
them are very welcoming. The only
barrier that we have as international
students is the language. When we
meet many people for the first time
their reaction is different from our
expectations because they get used
to people in their localities who have
the same language. Sometimes when
we say we don’t know Ambharic,
they get surprised, but at the end of
the day we understand each other.

Nile: Ok, how do you express Bahir
Dar University, particularly your
campus BiT and the culture? What
does it look like for foreigner?

Abdirahman: 1 am only a year
away from my graduation which
means, | have already adapted to
the environment very well. But, for
a student who comes here for the
first time, it feels new and different.
The food is different, for example.
When we came here for the first
time, the food we got in the café was
quite different from the one we used
to have in our home. Some of our
friends were trying to eat Enjera, the
Ethiopian traditional food.

Nile: Don’t you have an equivalent
one at home?

Abdirahman: Yeah...we have, but
the taste and the size is somehow
different. So we tried to talk to the
Café management in the next year,
and we have the alternative kind of
bread. The experience is all about
the language and the food barrier.
But after we finish the first semester,
it is like home. Everything comes
to normal; the food, the language
and the environment. The only hard
ones were the language and the
food. Some of the students used to
be shy to express their feelings to
the teacher. As Somali students, we,
the seniors, tried to give awareness
to our friends. But I would like to
kindly recommend and ask the
university to aware international
students about the system when
they first come. Since they don’t
know the culture well, orientation
about the education system should
be given; there are international
students who don’t know how to
calculate their Grade Point Average
(GPA), for instance. This kind of
barrier sometimes forces students to
go back to home.

Nile: Have you come across a
kind of cultural shock as a foreign
student, not only inside the campus
but also outside?

Abdirahman: I have been to down
town many times since our campus
is inside the city. When we walk
here and outside we see a different
kind women’s dressing style. We
are not accustomed to that, yet
we understand that the virtue of
traveling out of your country. You
learn more things; diversity and you
appreciate people, their lives, and
the way they live. I think cultural
presentations in the university are
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‘ ‘ The second thing with regard to the information is
most critical. Information are written mostly in Amharic. I
myself have been here for four years. I can listen Amharic,
but I can’t read. That is a challenge. For example, if there
is an exam tomorrow written in Amharic, I will miss it.
There are a lot of times that we miss most important things

due to language barrier.”
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good to appreciate both local and the
international diversities of culture
so that we will be aware of and
sensitive to the different culture

Nile: As an international student,
how would you explain the
communication styles of teachers
and students?

Abdirahman: Mostly we talk to
the teacher personally before class
commences and express ourselves
like ‘Sir I am from here and there,
I do not know Ambharic very well,
please try to explain only in English.’

Nile: Do you have Somali speaking
teachers?

Abdirahman: No, [ haven’t
come across that here. But mostly
Bahir Dar University teachers are
welcoming. I thank them so much
because they mostly respond to our
requests. They try to understand our
feelings as much as possible.

Nile: How do you try to get
information pertinent to your
educational career?

Abdirahman: This could happen
in one of two ways.. The first is
related to the offices. For most of us,
it is difficult to get the location of
different offices easily. Experience
teaches us; we learn this through
experience. But we would highly
like if there were signposts with
numbers that tell us the locations.
That is not common. The University
has that in some places, but that
is not enough. So the university
should have a big board that shows
directions. The second thing with
regard to the information is most
critical. Information are written
mostly in Ambharic. I myself have

been here for four years. I can listen
Ambharic, but I can’t read. That is a
challenge. For example, if there is an
exam tomorrow written in Amharic,
[ will miss it. There are a lot of times
that we miss most important things
due to language barrier.

Nile: Does the university provide
you with updates on various events
and situations?

Abdirahman: Mostly the
University tries to do so. For
example, last year we were able to
talk to the external relations officer,
and we had a meeting with them
generally as international students,
but unfortunately COVID 19 came,
and we left. We began to have good
relationships through such programs.
Currently, we are working together
to strengthen the relations between
us and the university. And I would
like to emphasize that as a university
of international reputability, the use
of English language, along with
Amharic, should be promoted. The
more bilingual, and multilingual
if possible, the environment the
better it will be to maintain effective
communication. This is mostly
important not only for students like
us but also for expatriate instructors
who do not know Ambharic.

Nile: Thank you very much!

Abdirahman: Thank you for having
me. It is a pleasure to talk to you on
behalf of international students.

We will have the view of an

expatriate professor about

Bahir Dar university by the
next edition
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PALM CITY- Bahir Dar is an Android mobile application developed by the collaboration of Geospatial Data & Tech-
nology Center (GDTC) and Research and Community Services Vice President Office of Bahir Dar University.

- SEARCHING

distance is automatically selected.

The most fascinating®eature of the App is route

planning with:
* Alternative route

PALM CITY-Bahir Dar selects the best and shortest
distance to your destination. You can choose modes of
transportation like vehicle or foot, and the shortest

LU AL ALTIN WG EATAE th PP OU-EST SPCNNTA

Explore Various Businesses

Users can easily explore the most appropriate
place which can fulfill their desire and need,
such as:

The nearest service area,

Tourist destination sites,

Popular hotels and

Places to_visite

= | * The distanee between source and destination Have a look at place category and symbolization.

* Time taken to travel between locations Using travel

details below

|21 0 methods: route details like steps in each turning points, | - - Education
{ . —~

are included on the App.

- = €l University/ College
<iiSchool
= Training €enter

For example, the picture below P Entertainment

shows a plan to go from Rahnile i Movies & Theater

Hotel to Addis Amba Hotel.

w4 Game
i® Attraction

PALM CITY-Bahir Dar selects best - Food & n"nk

Find nearby busine
* Current location
* Desired location
* Home location

* Work location
Users can filter the result based on its category or all
available businesses. The App will estimate the distance
between user location and the nearby business.

Enjoy Searching for Nearby Places of Your Need!

route to drive to the Hotel and

* @ Restaurant

shades the route by bold, ) \ o Bar

. Cafeteria

Religions

( Mosque

|In this case, the distance is 1.2km, # Church
' |land it needs a four minutes drive. ser'ices

Plan your route now! @ D 1 i

$ Bank & Insurance |sm Hotel ! Shopping €enter
) Gas Station € Library Travel

AOEYEY WL AnAamr "Wamd WUNLE FAdrETY RUET!

PALM CITY-Bahir Dar

:PALM CITY-Bahir Dar is an Android mobile application
intended to help tourists and people new to Bahir Dar city.
:PALM CITY-Bahir Dar is developed by the collaboration of
Geospatial Data & Technology Center (GDTC) and Research
and Community Services Vice President Office of Bahir Dar
University.

Support

X Unlimited text

X Image

X Video and

X Audio formats

Function

X Current location finder
X Heaps of business details
X Route planning

X Offline & online searching
X Nearby search
Uniqueness

Accurate Data & map accuracy
Data access control

Level of datelines

Made in Bahir Dar university

D=4

https;//www.bdu.edu.et/
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