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BAHIR DAR UNIVERSITY IN THE EYES OF AN EXPATRIATE PROFESSOR

By Migbaru Taddese

MA student , Media and Communication department

Nile: I am delighted to have
met you, and on behalf of Nile
and myself, I thank you for
your time.

Dr. Neela: Thank you! It is
my pleasure.

Nile: Would you introduce
yourself?

Dr.Neela: I am
Dr. Neela Satheesh,
Associate  Professor from
Faculty of Chemical and
Food Engineering, Bahir
Dar University Institute of
Technology.

Nile: | am trying to explore
your views and opinions
about Bahir Dar University
and particularly BiT (Bahir
Dar institute of Technology),
the campus where you are
working. Let us begin with
your gut feeling about Bahir
Dar University?

How did you end being here?
When and how did you decide
to join the staff here?

Nile: Actually, [ wanted
to come here not directly
from India. I was working at
Jimma University. [ joined
Jimma University like any
other foreigner. By that time,
I did not have a clear and
adequate information about
the country, the people and
so forth.

What I did as a foreigner is
try to find people who have
been to Ethiopia, so I took
their opinion. Then, I got a
mixed feeling. Some people
advised me not to go while
others advised me otherwise.
Then, I went into exploring
deep about Ethiopia. 1
explored in detail about the
social, economic and political
conditions of Ethiopia from
different data sources. I, then,
decided to move to Ethiopia
with confidence and joined
Jimma University. Now, I feel

that the country is excellent;
it is a very beautiful country.

The people in Jimma
and Jimma University are
welcoming, friendly and
cooperative. So, [ happily
stayed in Jimma for four
years. Meanwhile, [ visited
Bahir Dar as a tourist in
March 2015. In my visit, I met
my colleagues and even went
to Wisdom Tower. I stayed
at Poly Campus for a short

€C 1he University should
meet our needs. I think
the main thing is that ex-
patriates are facing critical
problems with respect to
housing. This is because
staying in private homes
for expatriates is very dif-
ficult. We often are ex-
ploited. I suggest that the
first thing the University
should do is solving this
issue

while and visited the different
departments in it. I was very
attracted by Bahir Dar City.
This is because Bahir Dar
City looks like Indian cities
in terms of arrangement and
organization. So, after two
years in Jimma University,
I went back to India where I
met recruiters. [ liked them.
Then, I came here. I joined
Bahir Dar University in
September 2017. It was very
good for me that I had been
to Bahir Dar before I joined
the University. Thus, I came
here and am working with
full confidence. I do not have
much problem here because I
know the location, the people,
the University, the city. I am
very happy to have come and
joined Bahir Dar University.
This is why [ quit Jimma
University and decided to join
Bahir Dar University. So, I am
proud to be a staff here.

Nile: Coming to Bahir Dar

city, being in the down town,
have you come across a kind
of unforgettable emotional
experience you would
like to share with us like
intercultural challenges in
the office politics or anything?

Dr. Neela: Absolutely. My
home is in kebele 13, far from
the university. I used to go
home from Poly because I
had my family waiting for me
there. I often travelled by taxi
every three or four times a
day. In most cases, I find the
people of the city cooperative
and friendly. If | have a kind
of confusion, ask for help
and get the support I want.
The people are supportive.
However, in one of the days,
[ ran into a crazy guy in the
evening as I took my family
out for dinner.

While we were walking right
in the middle the guy came
straight and initiated a bust
up. Luckily there was an
Ethiopian, whom I did not
see, watching and closely
monitoring what was going
on, and he jumped into the
middle and saved me and my
family.

Nile: What do think should
the university do with respect
to expatriates like you?

Dr. Neela: The University
should meet our needs. 1
think the main thing is that
expatriates are facing critical
problems with respect to
housing. This is because
staying in private homes for
expatriates is very difficult.
We often are exploited. I
suggest that the first thing
the University should do is
solving this issue.

Nile: you mean there are land
lords in the city who abuse
you?

Dr. Neela: Exactly! The
landlords try to exploit us.

Sometimes security is the
issue and sometimes rent is
another issue. They may not
follow the agreement. Second
thing is that the fact that the
office it is too far from home is
a very big problem. We spend
most of our productive hours
traveling unnecessarily.
So, what I suggest is they
should get us homes near
our campuses because if we
are around, our productivity
increases. I had a very nice
experience when I was at
Jimma University.

Nile: Staff resident?

Dr. Neela: Yes! There was a
staff residence when I was in
Jimma. There was a building
taken by the staff professors.
They gave me one room there,
and I was secured. This is
the most important issue the
university should address.
Second issue is there is no
kind of orientation. Get-
togethers are important to
meet with different people, to
get introduced with ourselves
and with the locales as well.

Nile: Haven’t you ever had
yet?

Dr. Neela: Of course, we had,
but it is of an Indian by its
very nature.

It was a very small one
because the number of Indian
expatriates is going down.
By now, we are not more
than twelve. Another thing
is that we are dispersed. We
are five at BiT; there is one
in Zenzelima, agriculture
campus, three Selam Campus,
EiTex, and one at Peda.
Because we are dispersed,
we are getting together
through personal endeavors;
every Friday evening we four
meet somewhere. We expect

AOry -t ey anam Wamde MUNLT  haditEEY Rt https;//www.bdu.edu.et/



Nile 7th year; publication No.5; April, 2021

2V AL NPYErE 114 PTF £9°0 hG 1146017 700k dU-6T LPCNNIA

TIC PTLEeHI®- NC AS CHTL0T hAhH LT

NO@- aoP7 hAHC

UOTE Gaot CONMTTES 00T T/ e

neEs 920 NANTT7 bthak
1IH E9°C Y141 PPLANTD7
CNLLNT NCH T  aoPMmig
aoy)e WG POLLLCOh@7 18T
ao Py ACTSOT7 OOILPA
Noo®-AL ALI° GT®::Y14-T7

AFR.L9°  PHVT  OLCTT
acse+ A3+  ONCh
ACP?°SoT7 0HALE LT

DNEAT P AU79° Nao@-O(& AL
TGN

PALLA QG T PULILN0-
NAav§ 4 nnns-m- 0.0
°n7Le NG oA
CYT7 TIONLNOT  hdd-

M3 To- ACP@ P1N¢ A7
NH.U- @LCTHT ANL 2LNCA AT
H? P10 A@éT $L1TPA::
NH.V° NChF P99.00 127627
AT Vet A78.PAN4
+1e@ $LAPA: hTPI°T OC

BAHIR DAR UNIVERSITY IN THE EYES OF...

orientations, gatherings, so
when a new expatriate joins
the University, we need a high
level of orientation in person
telling the nature of the
University, the structure of
the University, who handles
the problems of expatriates
etc. Everything we are doing
here with regard to this is
very personal.

Nile: Do you mean there is no
section to share your problem
in the university’s structure?

Dr. Neela: When we need
some information related to
Visa, renewal of work permit,
and residence permit we
contact the External Relation
Office and they provide us
with the required information.
But that is on the basis of
our request. But wusually
when there is no issue, they
do not pay a visit. We do not
also have a regular meeting,
gathering kind of things.

This is what I like to state as
a limitation with regard to
the relationship between the
expatriate and the university,
like engaging the expatriates
in the university social
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gatherings. So they know the
locals, the different cultures
and the different people. For
example, I have been here
for four years, but I have
not seen the Academic Vice
President. This is of course
because to I get my routines
done at department and
faculty levels. What I want
to emphasis is the need to
get introduced and know
each other. Our Institute is
autonomous, and that could
be why I have not yet met the
Academic Vice President.  am
referring to the new president.
Mostly my needs are fulfilled
by the Science Advisor, but if
we had meeting associations
at a higher level frequently,
we expatriates would feel
more secured, and more
friendly as we know more
different requirements of the
university, like, how we can
make the collaboration with
others.

Nile: You are right.
Globalization is all about
bringing the best minds
together.

Dr. Neela: Exactly. I say

gatherings play great roles to
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ATANIL8 T AG LUI° A’TINN

overcome cultural barriers.

Nile: Did not you and friends
celebrate the New Year
together with the University
management? It was viral on
the social media, I remember.
The University has celebrated
it with you for the first time.

Dr. Neela: [ have never done
it here except this year. I have
been here for three years it is
done only this year.

I think Bahir Dar University
has a lot to learn from Jumma
University. They do this every
year. It is through such
events you build your brand,
advertise the University for
expatriates, international
audiences and publics. I hope
you should keep on doing it by
following the COVID protocol
if it happens with you I would
highly recommend you to do
so.

Nile: Anything you’d like to
add, about the department
and faculty?

Dr. Neela: 1 am very happy
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N+ 220 Pao.f Aat
G h?LooM@  ooqiY,
aAS  heleantam  TUC Pk
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continued from page 8.

with my faculty and the
department and the different
stakeholders.

I am the only Indian left in
my department now. There
were many before, but they
have left for different reasons.
And from the Faculty for Food
and Chemical Engineering,
I am the only one. I would
like to thank my chair, Mr.
Solomon Workineh, who is
very supportive, not only
for the case of office related
issues but also for personal
cases. Whenever I need help
even outside of the city, he
is always there for me. I am
happy with that. Not only that
I am also working for four
departments. I am from the
Post-harvest Technology and
I am handling four people.
Although I am over loaded
every semester, thanks to the
support from my colleagues
I am doing it successfully.
My friends and colleagues
understand the situation very
nicely and they support me a
lot. So, even you can witness
here I have asked these
materials because I have a
masters scholars and PhDs.
That is why I need some office
materials, provided I need
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Samsung Quad Camera
Shot with my Galaxy M31
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