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Build Good Moral
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Bahir Dar University

Motto of Bahir Dar University

“Wisdom at the Source of the Blue Nile”

“ne0e 345 10N A.+s”

Vision

The vision of Bahir Dar University is to become
one of the ten premier research universities in
Africa by 2025.

Mission

The mission of Bahir Dar University is to

contribute substantially to the nation and beyond

through high quality education, research and
community services.

Core Values

» Quality

» Discourse

» Innovation

» Integrity

» Democratic culture

» Social responsibility
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Freshman Memories

Yenus Nurie (Department of English Language and Literature)

he sweetest part of students’
I life in campus - freshman
year, completely  keeps
them busy with exploring new
experiences and new friends. It is
also embarrassing as they spend
their life without parents, and hence
it gives them the first opportunity to
examine the new life of freedom.
Nevertheless, no matter how hard
it may be, it is incredible to think
what a lovely time they have had in
the long freshman year that doesn’t
seem to an end. Thus, the purpose
of this paper is to illuminate few
of the most unforgettable freshman
experiences that stay in mind of
everyone.

Imagine a typical university
freshman shambling across various
parts of a campus for the first time in
his/her life. They do not know what
to expect, whom to see, or where to

find the registrar, cafeteria or their
department. They know no one in
the campus which is filled with
people just as confused as them.
Above all, imagine someone who
brought up in a small rural village
decides to live in a giant city with
skyrocketing buildings that seem to
touch the sky.

At the beginning, it is hard for
many boys and girls to imagine
what campus life would really
look like. They may be unable to
see themselves living far away in a
different town, taking much harder
college courses, and struggling to be
able to survive. They are frantically
agitated to consult people who
are not concerned with, hurried
and confused with the completely
unusual behaviors and philosophies
and cultures of the new friends in
the campus.

When most of freshman students
imagined college, no doubt they
would be terrified. They might have
been frustrated that they would not
fit in, or they would not be able to
make friends. Thinking that they
will be drawn into the huge personal
responsibility, new comers are often
corroded by fear.

All they wanted might have been to
stay in their little town or village and
to stay with their parents and friends.
Engulfed by the titanic mismatch
between their expectations and the
new realities, some of them may
even dress improperly to express
their feelings and are often observed
heading towards outside their
campuses. Having departed from
their families, freshman students are
usually terrified by nightmare and
are easily deluded due to temporary
and physical satisfactions. Had they
known that it was not long lasting

paradoxes, they wouldn’t have
awaited for their academic failure.
Thus, it is essential that the new
generations should be mindful of the
needs of being tolerant in passing the
storms until they come to success.
Sometimes, it is not surprising to
get prank calls from senior students
hazing freshman students as the
situation and the sudden fear of the
new environment leave no room for
them to rekindle their life abruptly.

Every day, they meet some events
new, or someone strange who
may be a new friend, or teacher.
Nevertheless, as times go on, the
fool’s circle starts to be closed. They
eventually learn that life can be
handled if they get endured. Apart
from confronting these challenges;

continued on page 6
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Freshman

Memories ...

continued from page 4

therefore, they begin to realize
that each incident has something
different to nourish or embrace
their lives into this dynamic world.

In some cases, it is no sooner than
they settle themselves that they
begin to understand that things
are not as scary as they thought
they would be, and they even may
start imagining campus life as
their home. They can further start
imagining how they would pass the
next four years of their academic
life recognizing themselves well
and assuming what they want to
do. While they are here, it will
be absolutely clear that they have
to accept the unknown and adapt
the new environment surprisingly
far from their comfort zone as a
university student. In fact, this is
what makes campus life unique.

In our life, we have taken many
journeys without which we would
not have explored important truths.
Indeed, these are the facts and
realities that will add texture and
meaning to our life. On the other
hand, the broad spectrums of life
experiences are only illuminated
if they are colored by students’
ambition and commitment in a
college as this is turning point that
determines the future prospects
of their lives. That is why they
gradually start to realize that they
have to go through life challenging
and being challenged.

Days elapse and months move
very fast to count years during
which; however, students’
nestle their life gleaned from
experiencing many  cultures.
Can you imagine the incredible
changes they all undergo in a short
a time? Have you ever imagined
the new relationships formed and
their own personal transformation
into one to the other? Amazing
as it is, the long transition from
freshman year to senior is finally
over. Anyways, for when all
these things have been lost, only
memory remains in their worldly
life forever as students’ mind is
like a sponge which absorbs every
part of their life.
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The Need to Inspire Civic Virtue and Build Good Moral

Character Traits in the Young Generation of Ethiopia

Introduction

Is there no virtue among

us? If there be not, we are

in a wretched situation.
No theoretical checks, no form
of government, can render us
secure. To suppose that any form
of government will secure liberty
or happiness without any virtue in
the people is a chimerical idea”...
James Madison

Ethiopia’s commitment to inalienable
rights, the cornerstones of democracy,
requires each citizen to uphold those
rights for all others. Citizenship in
such a diversified society is defined
not only by an affirmation of
democratic first principles, but also by
a willingness to engage in civil debate
and to work for public policies that
serve the common good.

Preserving, expanding and
consolidating democracy was a
challenge for each succeeding

generation in Ethiopia. No profession
plays a more central role in meeting
this challenge than the civics and
ethics teachers in our country’s
schools and universities. At the heart
of civics and ethics is the obligation to
teach Ethiopian values and democratic
principles and to inspire civic virtue in
the young people who will shape our
better future. The aim of this paper is
to call for action in the kindergartens,
juniors, high schools and universities
of Ethiopia that will inspire civic
virtue and build moral character traits
in the Ethiopian youth.

It is not difficult to identify threats
to the fundamental ideals and values
of Ethiopia that had survived long
lasting century. It is getting common
knowledge to observe violence
incidents in the wuniversities of
Ethiopia; it is common knowledge to
hear about some university students’
prostitution and abortion practice,
it is also common knowledge to
observe exam cheating in both
university and high school students.
It is also experienced to listen noisy
music sounds while teaching in the
universities. Today, egoism or extreme
selfishness 1is getting rampant and
free ridding is considered as civilized
thinking. Among youth today,though
there is awareness to some extent,
knowledge and understanding of the
Ethiopian values and the principles of

Chalachew Tarekegne (PhD Candidate) (Department of Civics and Ethical Studies)

the democratic system of government
are not still possessed by them very
well. It is clear that young people
are gettingincreasingly indifferent
to civic affairs. How is it possible to
ensure sustainable development and
consolidate democracy if the youth
are getting indifferent to civic affairs?

Inspiring Ethiopian values,
democratic principles and
ideals

In a society such as ours, where
citizens are diverse, it is essential that

such as life, liberty, pursuit of
happiness, equality, justice, truth,
and promotion of the common good
(give priority to public- interest than
self-interest.). The students should
explore Ethiopian values, understand
the nature of democratic principles
and demonstrate a commitment to
those values and principles in the
daily activities of their private and
public lives.

Civic education is not complete until
students possess a set of appropriate
civic dispositions. Civic dispositions

The teaching of
good moral character traits
also requires that schools and
universities create positive links with
parents and community members
as well as religious institutions,
and the media.

schools, universities and communities
foster a reasoned commitment to
the founding principles and values
that bind us together as a people.
A commitment to the restoration
of Ethiopian values, practice of
democratic principles, a willingness
to engage in the democratic process,
and the inspiration of core values
are key elements of the bond that
joins us as “we the people” today.
There are opportunities to debate
over differences though our debating
culture is poor. The spirit of our
nation also requires the inspiration of
our civic virtues (toleration, civility,
public-spiritedness, trust, impartiality,
compromise, diligence, patriotism,
among others) for a commitment
to these principles and values is the
foundation of the sense of civic virtue
which is so essential to the well-
being of our country and to ensure
democratic governance in the country
at large.

The citizen must demonstrate a
reasoned commitment to fundamental
principles, such  as  popular
sovereignty, rule of law, freedom of
association, and the like. The citizen
must also demonstrate a reasoned
commitment to fundamental values,

are those habits of the heart and mind
that are conducive to development of
virtuous citizens and emergence of
healthy state (Aristotle, Machiavelli).
The civic dispositions  which
include civility, open- mindedness,
compromise, and toleration of
diversity, among others are perquisites
of a civics life in which the Ethiopian
people can work out the meanings of
their values and principles of ordered
society where social justice prevails.

Civic virtue and civic education

The need to build character traits and
civic virtues must be a critical task for
our country’s schools and universities.
Mostly, it is an often misunderstood
and neglected component of the
school curriculum. Traditionally, it is
to be noted that civic education has
consisted of three components: first,
the development of knowledge and
understanding about the democratic
institutions and principles and their
history; second, the development of
the intellectual and participatory skills
necessary for competent participation
in the democratic process and standing
for justice; and third, the development
of an appreciation for democratic
values and principles that result in
the civic dispositions essential for a

vital civic life. This third component
of civic education is closely related to
the development of what we call civic
virtue.

According to French political
philosopher, Alexis de Tocqueville,
civic virtue refers “habits of heart,”
that is, a commitment to democratic
principles and values that manifests
itself in the everyday lives of citizens.
A focus on knowledge and skills alone
is insufficient for the task of civic
education. Civic education must also
foster the inculcation and development
of civic values which will bring the
society towards common bond.

It is also to be noted that good moral
character traits building is a complex
process. An essential, and often
neglected, dynamic of character
traits formation is the provision
of opportunities for students to
observe and practice good character
traits development and civic virtue.
In other words, homes, schools,
universities, communities, and
religious institutions must be places
where the children, the young and
adults model good moral character
trait building and each of them have
the opportunity to live out the ideals
of good moral character traits and
citizenship. Civic virtue must be
lived, not just studied. Plato, in his
notable book the Republic stressed
the importance of possession of civic
virtue and national values by the young
generation. He remarkably noted
“nothing bad moral influence should
reach the young.” He emphasized
the significance of censoring art
as “Let me write the ballads of the
country and I care not who write
the laws of [Greek]”. According to
him, enabling the young generation
possess civic virtue is not going to be
achieved by formulating Good Laws
of the country [Greek]. Instead, we
can enable the young possess civic
virtue by editing the messages art
works like drama, theatre, and film
are transferring to the youth. And
accordingly, therefore, we need to be
careful to author the thematic contents
of art works delivered to the kids,
students and the youth in general.
We need also to control the messages
transferred by art works if they have
the potential to damage the youth.
Viewed from Platonic Art Analysis, |

continued on page 13
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feel that we Ethiopians are the looser
since;  particularly, uncontrolled
video houses are supplying films
with pornographic content which are
abusing students from kindergartens
to university level. Alas!

This is not to say that the present
Ethiopian educational curriculum does
not enrich students with the required
good character traits and civic virtue.
Yet, it is plausible to suggest that
the inspiration of Ethiopian values
provides the necessary conceptual
framework for an understanding and
appreciation of the democratic ways
of life and promotion of non- violence
and social harmony. The attention to
such kind of concern can also be a
rich source of attractive examples of
the protection and enrichment of our
democratic way of life which can be
achieved through the practice of civic
virtue and building of good moral
character traits.

Thus, teaching academic subjects
and building moral character traits
can be mutually reinforcing tasks.
Intellectual virtues such aslogical
reasoning, formulation of scientific

principles, and  contemplation
and moral virtues such as
patience, diligence, responsibility,

reflectiveness, and honesty are critical
to the development of each student’s
intellectual and moral excellence. In
other words, the teaching of personal
virtues is often a contribution to the
development of civic virtue. To teach
academic subjects well is also to teach
certain virtues relevant to personal
and civic life. From this point of view,
each subject matter teacher has to
possess civic virtue and build his own
good intellectual and moral character
traits to demonstrate modeling effect
to the students s/he taught.

It is inadvisable to make sharp
distinctions between private and
public virtue and between teaching
academic subjects and teaching moral
character traits (civics and ethics).
For example, a person possesses
the personal virtue of honesty when
that person can be counted on to be
consistently honest in dealings with
others. A person possesses the civic
virtue of respect for the worth and
dignity of others when he or she can
be counted on to behave in a manner
consistent with that value. It clear,
however, that honesty and respect for
others are relevant to both civic and
private life.

Education that provides students with

a rich knowledge and understanding
of their responsibilities as citizens in
a democracy must be accompanied
by opportunities for students to
develop the civic dispositions to act
virtuously on their private and public
lives. Many young people today have
somehow adequate knowledge of their
civic responsibilities, but fail to live
out (governed by) these ideals. For
example, in Ethiopian universities and
high schools, students know about the
social and economic crises engendered
by HIV/AIDS. Unfortunately, there
are still some students who have the
potential to be exposed for it. Frankly
speaking, the present Ethiopian
generation (especially the young) are
robbed of his/her innocence because
of cultural globalization or cultural
pollution. What is essential, therefore,
is to expose the young generation of
Ethiopia to indigenous models of civic
virtue and to provide the opportunity
to practices these civic virtues in a
meaningful and rewarding manner.
Communities, schools, universities
and religious institutions need to
recognize the different learning
processes shaping the civic “habits of
the heart.”

The Role of the Ethiopian
Community, Religious
Institutions, the Schools and
Universities in Building Good
Moral Character Traits and
Civic Virtue

The task of building good moral
character and inspiring civic virtue
is not the exclusive area of social
sciences studies even though it falls
most directly in social sciences
professionals. It can also be preached
by the hard sciences professionals.
One precondition is a school and
university environment consistent
with the principles. Students’ lives
in schools and universities should
be based on fundamental Ethiopian
values and the practical application
of these values .

Careful attention to the schools
and universities culture is critical if
schools/universities are to strengthen
the development of good moral
character traits and civic virtue. The
curriculum of the schools/universities
has the potential to teach important
lessons about toleration, diversity,
respect, trust, honesty, accountability,
among others. The principles and
values underpinning the day-to-
day operations of the schools and
universities should be consistent with

the values taught to young people.

Schools and universities should be
places where clear expectations for
student conduct exist and are firmly
and fairly enforced. The expectations
placed on students in schools/
universities, as well as the behavior
of teachers, should be informed
by basic democratic principles and
core Ethiopian values. Schools
should also provide opportunities
for young people to practice civic
virtue. Students should be encouraged
and given the opportunity to make
positive contributions to the well-
being of fellow students and to the
school/universities.

Teachers in schools and universities
need to give serious attention to good
moral character building and bear a
special responsibility for their own
conduct, too. One important dynamic
by which individuals acquire values
is through exposure to attractive
models of behavior. School/university
curriculum that attempts to teach
values such as toleration, trust or
respect is unlikely to be successful in
the hands of teachers/lecturers who
are irresponsible in the performance
of their professional duties and
disrespectful in  their  dealings
with students. Likewise, a school/
university is unlikely to help students’
sense of justice when discipline or
grading procedures are perceived by
students as unfair.

The teaching of good moral character
traits also requires that schools and
universities create positive links with
parents and community members
as well as religious institutions, and
the media. Parents should participate
in the dialogue over the values that
schools and universities will offer and
should reinforce those values in the
home. Mass media has to disseminate
those model character traits that will
add value to the collective well-being
of the Ethiopian community.

Consistency of effortis very important.
The community, including religious
leaders and the media should also
cooperate with parents, schools and
universities. Historical and cultural
differences between communities
may well result in differences in
approach to civic education and the
development of civic virtue. Such
differences are a natural consequence
of our national bondage and should be
treated accordingly. Acknowledging
this is not, however, an endorsement
of moral relativism or situated

continued from page 12

ethics. Good character traits and
civic virtue must follow democratic
procedures, involve all community
stakeholders, and result in practices
that are consistent with the democratic
principles and values as enshrined
in both national and international
documents.

Finally, all those involved with young
people should inspire the importance
of good moral character traits and
good citizenship (virtuous citizen).

Schools, universities, religious
institutions, and the media should
recognize and reward students

who display good moral character
traits and civic virtue. Recognition
and rewarding programs should be
established in schools, universities
and the community centers and
featured by local and national media.

Good moral character traits
education and the introduction
of civic virtue: across the
curriculum approach

The methods used to build good
moral character traits and civic virtue
will vary in some respects depending
upon the community and grade level
of the students. The fundamental
position of all teachers and university
lectures, however, should be that
there is a common tradition (core
Ethiopian values) worth preserving
and transmitting to the present and
next generation of Ethiopia.

In the kindergartens and juniors,
teachers must focus on basic social
skills and the development in children
ofhabits such as toleration, civility and
self-discipline that are necessary for
working successfully with others. At
the secondary schools and university
levels, there should be an increasing
emphasis on the development of
a mature understanding of the
fundamental principles of our shared
civic life (values) and their history,
their importance to strengthen social
bond and social trust as well as on the
civic dispositions and skills needed to
engage in the public debate over the
practice of these principles.

All  high school teachers and
university lecturers, along with other
educators, administrators, community
leaders, and concerned stakeholders
must promote good personal character
traits in their classrooms, schools and
universities. This will involve clear
specification of the nature of good

continued on page 14
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character: rewards for its display;
awareness by teachers of the character
they reveal to students; and alertness
to opportunities to promote good
character traits through the dynamics
of'the classroom, school and university
climate.

Conclusion

This position statement calls for the
need to give a new lease of life to the
core traditional values of Ethiopia
and civic virtues to be acquired
by the young generation. For the
revitalization of good character traits
and production of virtuous sprit in
the citizens at large, untiring effort
is needed from the general public,
educators, schools, universities |,
communities, religious institutions
, policy makers, and the media.
This is a critical time in the history
of Ethiopia when the social fabric

that binds us as a people for three
thousand years (or 4500 years as cited
in Encyclopedia Britanica, 1994 by
implication) appears to be weakening
and deteriorating. Especially, the
schools and universities all over the
country have a critical role to play
in the revitalization (inspiration) of
the fundamental Ethiopian values
and civic virtues to sustain the social
bonds and civic engagements we have
had.

The development of civic virtues
and good character traits in the
young people of Ethiopia requires
much more than traditional didactic
methods of instruction. The cognitive
outcomes of education are vital, but
good character trait is not formed only
on the basis of the study of traditional
subject matter. Although subject
matter is an essential component of
the reflective process that leads to a

mature understanding of the nature
of civic life, the focus of education
needs to be widened to encompass the
quality of the civic experiences that
classrooms, schools, universities, and
communities provide to students also.

University and high school teachers
have a responsibility and a duty
to refocus their classrooms on the
development of good moral character
traits and civic virtues. They should
not be hesitant about working
toward these grand goals. The fate
of the country to ensure sustainable
development and consolidate
democratic governance depends to
a large extent on the renaissance
and renovation of civic virtues that
resides in the Ethiopian society
and rejuvenation of core Ethiopian
values that promote toleration, civic
engagement, social capital, and
social harmony. The high schools and

continued from page 13

universities of this country has a vital
role to ensure the renaissance of lost
Ethiopian social fabrics that tighten
the bonds of the society for centuries
and revitalize the civic virtues deem
necessary to consolidate social
harmony and ahimsa (non-violence).

After all, teachers at all levels, are the
defenders of Ethiopian core values
and the national guards to challenge
cultural globalization(pollution).
Otherwise, as has already been stated
by Madison in the introductory part,
to think of democratic governance
and sustainable development
while citizens’ are living without
civic virtue is a chimerical idea.
Because, ultimately, the strategic
actor of democratic governance
and sustainable development is the
virtuous human resources (VHRS).
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Entrepreneurship Development and Incubation Center

ahir Dar University is striving to be one of the ten premier research universities in Africa by 2025. To realize this vision, the university has taken measures in
B establishing research centers and institutions. As part of this endeavor, among other Research Centers, Bahir Dar University Entrepreneurship Development and

Incubation Center (EDIC) has been established in 2007. The center is so crucial since growth and development will be true when innovation is encouraged and
conducive environment is created. Innovation by itself is not an end for growth and development. Rather the innovative ideas need to be transformed to commercialized
business. The University community including the students, the faculty and the alumni can have innovative ideas that can be a vibrant business.

The student project work, the faculty research output, and the different creative ideas need to be incubated and commercialized. This will contribute a lot in job creation
through modern business. It is evidenced in many researches that the innovative products that we see today in the market were an idea in universities some time ago.
Hence, Bahir Dar University Entrepreneurship Development and Incubation Center (EDIC) has been established with the following vision and mission:

Vision of the Center: To be a leading centre for transforming knowledge and technology based ideas into vibrant business enterprises

Mission of the center: Strive to create a sustainable entrepreneurship ecosystem that will foster and support innovation and knowledge based entrepreneurship amongst
the student , staff and community leading to the creation of jobs, wealth and social value through successful ventures.

With these vision and mission in mind the center has started its operation at small scale in 2007 in providing training for graduating class, mentoring student business
ideas, consulting few university projects , organizing the office, preparing center establishing documents and plans.

The center has a Director and team of experts who work within and it will staff the required personnel soon. It has got budget from the university and planned to undertake
many diversified activities in 2008. The center hopes to be successful with the opportunity having at hand which is the high university top management commitment and
the government in general.

Therefore, we welcome you all to our office to work together on entrepreneurial agenda
Our Address: Wisdom Tower

4% floor, office No. G4-03
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FRESH Students’ Welcoming Ceremony of
2008 E.C. Academic Year held at BDU, Sports
Academy Stadium (photo gallery)
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