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About Chinese Tests - HSK Exam

SK exam (Hanyu Shuiping
Kaoshi) is international

Chinese language ability
test that tests and rates Chinese

language proficiency. It assesses
non-native  Chinese  speakers’
abilities in using the Chinese

language in their daily, academic
and professional lives on the basis
of Chinese Language Proficiency
Scales of Other Languages. Chinese
Ministry of Education uses HSK test
results as the language criterion for
foreign students to enroll in degree-
granting programs in Chinese
universities.

Chinese Language Teaching Center
of Confucius Classroom at Bahir
Dar University is the exclusive
organizing body for HSK exam in
Amhara National State Region.
So far, there are altogether 170
students and staff registered HSK
exam since the Chinese Language
Scheme was launched at BDU in
March 2014. Above all, those who
took part in the exam got excellent
marks in every statistical aspect.
Two students were selected to go
to Beijing for summer camp in July
2016.

In order to make HSK exam
understood well and widely, the
following is about HSK exam in
details, including its questions types
and marking criterion and so on.

To help evaluate the Chinese levels
of non-native Chinese speakers
across the world, the Confucius
Institute Headquarters (Hanban) has
developed three exams, HSK (Hanyu
Shuiping Kaoshi), YCT (youth learner
test) and BCT (business Chinese
test). We will provide outstanding
examinees with scholarships and all
of you with opportunity of summer/
winter camps.

Up to now, the Chinese testing
centershavespreadalloverdomestic
and foreign lands. Internationally,
there are 180 testing centers in 60
countries. And in 2009, more than
600,000 Chinese learners registered
and attended our tests, among
which, 436 received scholarships
and 333 winter camps.

Aim and Purpose

e initiating/perfecting a Chinese
evaluation system that is practical,
motivational and effective, so
as to enhance the qualities of
Chinese teaching and learning
internationally;

e providing Chinese evaluation
services that are the most influential
and reliable.

HSK: Chinese Proficiency Test

The new HSK test was launched
by Hanban in an effort to better
serve Chinese language learners.
The test is the result of coordinated
efforts by domestic and foreign

experts from different disciplines
including Chinese language
teaching, linguistics, psychology

and educational measurement. The
new exam combines the advantages
of the original HSK while taking
into consideration recent trends
in Chinese language training by
conducting surveys and making use
of the latest findings in international
language testing.

l. Test Structure

The new HSK is an international
standardized exam that tests and
rates Chinese language proficiency.
It consists of six levels, namely the
HSK (level 1), HSK (level II), HSK (level
1), HSK (level IV), HSK (level V), and
HSK (level VI).

Il. Test Levels

The levels of the new HSK
correspond to the levels of the
Chinese  Language  Proficiency
Scales for Speakers of Other
Languages (CLPS) and the Common
European Framework of Reference
for Languages (CEF) as follows:

communication in Chinese when
traveling in China.

Test takers who are able to pass
the HSK (Level IV) can converse in
Chinese on a wide range of topics
and are able to communicate
fluently with native Chinese
speakers.

Test takers who are able to pass
the HSK (Level V) can read Chinese
newspapers and magazines, enjoy
Chinese films and plays, and give a
full-length speech in Chinese.

Test takers who are able to pass the
HSK (Level VI) can easilycomprehend
written and spoken information in
Chinese and can effectively express
themselves in Chinese, both orally
and on paper.

lll. Test Principles

The new HSK follows the principle
of “test-teaching correlation”, bases
the design of the test on the current
trends in international Chinese
language training, and is closely
related to textbooks. The purpose
of the test is to “promote training
through testing” and “promote
learning through testing”.

The new HSK emphasizes the
objectivity and accuracy of the

evaluation and stresses the
New HSK Vocabulary\CLPS ~ \CEF learners’ actual Chinese
language abilities.

HSK (Level VI)YOver 5,000 §C2
(Level VD){Over 5, The new HSK sets clear test
Level V objectives to allow the test
HSK (Level V) 12500 cl takers to be able to improve
their Chinese language abilities
HSK (Level IV) 1200 Level IV \B2 in a systematic and efficient way.

HSK (Level ITT)Y600 Level I1T \B1

HSK (Level IT) 300 Level II A2

IV. Testing Purposes

HSK (Level I) {150 Level [ {Al

The new HSK retains the former
HSK’s orientation as a general

Test takers who are able to pass
the HSK (Level 1) can understand
and use very simple Chinese words
and phrases, meet basic needs for
communication and possess the
ability to further their Chinese
language studies.

Test takers who are able to pass
the HSK (Level II) have an excellent
grasp of basic Chinese and can
communicate in simple and routine
tasks requiring a simple and direct
exchange of information on familiar
and routine matters.

Test takers who are able to pass the
HSK (Level 1ll) can communicate
in Chinese at a basic level in their
daily, academic and professional
lives. They can manage most

(or universal) Chinese language
abilities test for adult learners. The
results of the test can serve several
purposes:

1. A reference for an educational
institution’s decision-making
concerning recruiting students,
assigning students to different
classes, allowing students to
skip certain courses and granting
students academic credits.

2. A reference for employers’
decision-making concerning the
recruitment, training and promotion
of test takers.

3. A method for Chinese language
learners to assess and improve their
proficiency in Chinese.

Dr. Zhang Wenxia

4. A method for Chinese language
training institutions to evaluate
training results.

V. Results Certificate

Test takers will receive the results
for the new HSK issued by Hanban
within one month after the test.

YCT: Youth Chinese Test

The new YCT test was launched by
Hanban in an effort to encourage
foreign young students to learn
Chinese and improve their Chinese
language proficiency. As part of
this effort, since 2004 Hanban has
organized experts from different
disciplines such as Chinese language
teaching, linguistics, psychology
and educational measurement to
work on the program, conducting
surveys in order to understand the
latest trends in overseas Chinese
language teaching and learning.

I. Test Structure

Writing Test Speaking Test
YCT
YCT (Level V) (Intermediate
Level)
YCT (Level 1)
YCT
YCT (Level IT) .
(Beginner Level)
YCT (Level I)

The new YCT is an international
standardized test of Chinese
language proficiency. It assesses
young foreign students’ abilities
to use Chinese in their daily and
academiclives. The new YCT consists
of a writing test and a speaking test,
which are independent of each
other. The writing test is divided
into four levels, namely, the YCT
(level 1), YCT (level II), YCT (level 111),
and YCT (level IV). The speaking test
is divided into the YCT (Beginner
Level) and YCT (Intermediate Level).

Il. Test Levels

The different levels of the new YCT
are similar to some of the levels in
the Chinese Language Proficiency
Scales for Speakers of Other
Languages (CLPS) and the Common
European Framework of Reference
(CEF); details are as follows:

Test

Takers who are able to pass the YCT
(Level 1) can understand and use
some of the most common Chinese
phrases and sentences and possess
the ability to further their Chinese
language studies.

Continued on page 13
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HSK
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(Level C2
V1) 5,000 Level
HSK vV
(Level 2500 Cc1
V)
HSK Level
(Level 1200 B2
V) v
HSK Level
(Level 600 B1
[1) i
HSK Level
(Level 300 A2
1) .
HSK Level
(Level 150 Al
|
1)

Test takers who are able to pass the
YCT (Level Il) can understand and
use some simple Chinese phrases
and sentences and cope with basic
level communications.

Test takers who are able to pass
the YCT (Level Ill), having reached
an excellent level in basic Chinese,
can communicate on familiar daily
topics in a simple manner.

Test takers who are able to pass
the YCT (Level IV) can communicate
in Chinese at a basic level in their
daily, academic and professional
lives. When travelling in China,
they can manage most forms of
communication in Chinese.

lll. Test Principles

The new YCT aims to improve
Chinese language learners’ self-
confidence and follows the principle
of “test-teaching correlation”. It
bases the design of the test on
current trends in international
Chinese language training and is
closely related to textbook learning
procedures. The purpose of the
test is to “promote training through
testing” and “promote learning
through testing”.

IV. Test Purposes

The YCT is intended for students
whose mother tongue is not
Chinese. The results of the test can
serve various purposes:

1. A method for Chinese language
learners to assess and improve their
proficiency in Chinese.

2. A reference for Chinese language
training in schools.

3. A method for Chinese language
training institutions to evaluate
training results.

4. A benchmark for students who
want to participate in the HSK test.

V. Results Certificate

Test takers will receive their test
results for the new YCT issued by
Hanban within three weeks after
the test.

HSKK: Spoken Chinese Proficiency
Test

Spoken Chinese Proficiency
Test HSKK is mainly to test the
examinees’ Chinese oral expression
ability, including HSKK (elementary),
HSKK (intermediate) and HSKK
(advanced). Voice recording is used
in the exam.

I HSKK Examinees

HSKK (elementary) is primarily for
those students who take 2-3 weekly
classes for one or two semester
and have grasped about 200 most
frequently-used words.

HSKK (intermediate) is primarily for
those who take 2-3 weekly classes
for one to two years and have
grasped about 900 frequently-used
words.

HSKK (advanced) is primarily for
those who take 2-3 weekly classes
for more than two years and have
grasped about 3,000 frequently-
used words.

Il HSKK Examination Levels

The corresponding relationship
between HSKK and the Chinese
Proficiency Test HSK and the
International Chinese Ability
Standard is shown in the following
table:

About Chinese Tests ...

continued from page 12

after listening. This part is about 6
minutes.

The second part is “listen and
answer”, 10 questions in total. Each
guestion is played twice. Answer
the question briefly after listening.
This part is about 4 minutes.

The third part is “answer
guestions”, 2 questions in total.
The two questions are printed on
the test paper with Pinyin. Answer
the questions with no less than
5 sentences. This part is about 3
minutes.

HSKK (intermediate) is divided
into three parts, with a total of 14
guestions. The exam lasts about 23
minutes, including 10 minutes for
preparation time.

The first part is “listen and repeat”,
10 sentences in total. Each sentence
is played twice. Repeat the sentence
after listening. This part is about 5
minutes.

The second part is “talk about
pictures”, 2 questions in total. Each
guestion is provided with a picture.
The examinees talk about the two
pictures in an oral passage. This part
is about 4 minutes.

The third partis “answer questions”,
2 questions in total. The two
guestions are printed on the test
paper with Pinyin. Answer the
guestions orally. This part is about
4 minutes.

HSKK (advanced)is made up of three
parts, with a total of 6 questions.
The exam lasts about 25 minutes,

including 10 minutes for

International Son t

HSKK HSK  CHinese Ability | Preparatontime.
ISK Tevel 6 Standard The first part is “listen and
Advanced HSK level 5 Level 5 restate”, 3 passages in to.tal.
HSK Tevel 4 Tovel 4 A passage is played twice.
Int diat Restate according to the
ntermediate | HSK level 3 Level 3 passage heard. This part is

Bl HSK level 2 Level 2 about 8 minutes.

ementa

Y| HSK level 1 Level 1 The second part is “read

HSKK (elementary) examinees can
understand and use spoken Chinese
to express daily topics and meet the
basic communication needs.

HSKK (intermediate) examinees can
understand and exchange with the
native Chinese speakers.

HSKK (advanced) examinees can
understand and express their views
fluently in Chinese.

1l HSKK Examination Questions

HSKK (elementary) is composed
of three parts, with a total of 27
guestions. The exam lasts about 20
minutes, including 7 minutes for
preparation time.

The first part is “listen and repeat”,
15 sentences in total. Each sentence
is played twice. Repeat the sentence

aloud”, 1 question only. The
examinees read the passage printed
on the test paper. This part is about
2 minutes.

The third partis “answer questions”,
2 questions in total. The two
guestions are printed on the test
paper with Pinyin. Answer the
guestions orally. This part is about
5 minutes.

IV. Performance Report

The performance report of HSKK is
the authoritative proof of Chinese
speaking proficiency. The examinees
can log in and check the test result
on Chinese Test Service network
www.chinesetest.cn. Acquire HSKK
report issued by the Confucius
Institute Headquarters (Hanban)
within a month after the test.

Will continue on next publication
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