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The vision of Bahir Dar University is to become
one of the ten premier research universities in
Africa by 2025.

Mission

The mission of Bahir Dar University is to

contribute substantially to the nation and beyond

through high quality education, research and
community services.
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Code Switching as a classroom Discourse: Factional or

n this paper, I am extremely

passionate to share with you

my ideas on the pedagogical

implications of code switching
in classrooms where diversified
or multi-cultural societies like our
students are attending. So as to
help address the actual prospects
of code-switching and its possible
pedagogical effect on the overall
personalities of students, the focus
of my reflection is organized in the
following ways. First, I will outline
my beliefs and practical observations
in some academic levels, which
is immediately followed by my
reflections on each experience to

enliven my discussion.

I believe that teaching successfully
is challenging, yet a rewarding job. I
also believe that every student brings
a wide range of prior knowledge,
experience, reasoning, and interest
to the classroom. Apart from this,
I firmly believe that my students
are different and are entitled to be
involved in activities that engage
them in their personal interests.
Worded differently, as a teacher
I must ensure if I could entertain
all these differences as much as

possible.

Given all the apparent advantages of
switching codes to support teaching
in the classroom where English
is the medium of instruction, this
paper takes the position that there
is a fertile ground for effective
teaching provided that teachers
carefully employ translation at the
right time. Thus, I am not intended
to warn that translation must be
rigidly eliminated in classrooms, but
to suggest that we need to critically

use native languages to foster

Functional?

Yenus Nurie (Department of English Language and Literature)

teaching for a number of reasons.
First, overuse use of translation
may make students be bored with
the lesson we teach. Second, wrong
learners

translation may give

insufficient, confusing or even
inaccurate information about the
subject they learn. Third, as genuine
teaching requires skills, translation
in multilingual settings is apparently

difficult.

to participate actively in the actual
classroom. Code switching can also
be considered in relation to ability
and interest of learners, which no
one can actually stop them if they

wish to do in reality.

Taken these

benefits of translation seem to carry

together, however,

less weight, and it is a far more

complex phenomenon due to several

Recognizing
that their English
proficiency is limited, students
will be interested in switching a code
to participate actively in the actual

classroom.

To begin with, if properly used,

code switching has positive
consequences on students’ learning.
In fact, I don’t completely ignore the
positive effects of translation on the
educational as well as psychological
aspects of students’ lives. For
example, it is generally accepted
that

part of teaching and

translation is an essential
learning
that can help teachers to foster
teaching and enhance interpersonal
communication with their students
in the classroom, which in turn helps
maintain to have good relationship
among students. Naturally, it is
also a desirable tool for teachers to
diagnose their students’ problems.
that their English

proficiency is limited, students will

Recognizing

be interested in switching a code

pedagogical as well as

pragmatic reasons. [ personally
argue that it might negatively affect
the teaching learning process if it is
not used appropriately. For example,
students might lose interest in their
learning as one of my friends told
me five years ago; the teacher in
his school used translation beyond
a reasonable limit, and students
were uninterested in the teacher’s
excessive translation into Ambharic.
As a result, he told me that all
the students went to the school’s
principal and accused their English
teacher by saying: “Why did you
assign two Amharic teachers when
we don’t have any English teacher”.
From such practical reactions, one
can infer that translation could be
extremely dangerous not only in the

pedagogies but also for the comfort

of students.

Nevertheless, the major part of my
argumentisthattranslationisdifficult
if not impossible in multi-lingual
classrooms where students come
from various ethnic backgrounds.
Imagine that you are teaching in a
classroom where students coming
from diversified ethnic backgrounds
attending, which some of them only
know their mother tongue. There is
no doubt that no translation works in
such kinds of settings. If we try to
translate English into the most widely
used language in the country, still
we obviously get some students who
use only their vernacular language,
and have little or no knowledge
of the language we translate into.
Consequently, it can be painful for
some students. In addition, even
if we assume that our students can
understand what we translate, they
may interpret it differently, and in
some cases, we may get our students’

comprehension from bad to worse.

A few years ago, while [ was offering
a course in one of the colleges of our
university, | was asked by a student
for clarification. I tried to clarify my
point using different techniques, but
the student was still unable to grasp
what I was doing. Finally, I decided
to switch the code into Ambharic,
and as soon as I finished translating,
students laughed out loud. When I
asked why students laughed, a boy
on the front desk told me that the
student didn’t know any language
except his mother tongue, which
I soon realized that I doubled the
problem by shifting the medium and
kept on clarifying the concept in
English.

continue on page 10
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Gregorian calendar:
Ethnic and national
[*+] Chinese calendars
Assyrian calendar Liturgical
Bengali calendar Baha'i calendar
Berber calendar
Bikram Samwat Coptic calendar

Chinese calendar Dominical letter

Chinese calendar

Ethiopian calendar

Chinese constellation -
Filianic calendar
Ethiopian calendar

Hebrew calendar
Hebrew calendar

Icelandic calendar Islamic calendar

Indian national calendar Julian calendar
Iranian calendar

Irish calendar Tabot Calendar
Islamic calendar
Javanese calendar
Korean calendar
Lithuanian calendar
Mesoamerican calendar
Swedish calendar

Thai calendar

Thai lunar calendar

Thai solar calendar
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Buddhist calendar

Revised Julian calendar

Tabular Islamic calendar

Zoroastrian calendar
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Code Switching as ...

In this connection, Stephen Kalong
(2008) claims that in a multi-lingual
classroom, students who do not have
the same mother tongue might feel
neglected by the application of code
switching in their classroom. She further
suggests that code switching can be used
effectively in a classroom where all
students have the same main language.
Moreover, after examining the various
positions on the role of language in
education, Bernardo (2005) concludes
that assumptions to use code-switching
may not be tenable particularly in a
multilingual global context. Based on
these assertions; therefore, I argue that
code-switching may not be feasible,
for it has the potential to discount the
legitimacy and realities of Ethiopian

multilingual context.

Consequently, we can realize that
code choice in this situation might be
a very sensitive issue that we need to
take into consideration seriously. On
the other hand, there is no doubt that
we are not equally and professionally
competent in translation. Unlike other
teaching  approaches,  translation
requires one to possess sophisticated
skills and experience without which
more problems and confusions could
be created for our students. On balance,
I am not claiming that translation has

no place in teaching in multilingual

continued from page 5

settings. In fact, I don’t totally disregard
the greatest virtues of switching codes.
However, I contend that at the expense of
code-switching, other teaching methods
like student-teacher conferencing,
experience sharing can be used to foster
teaching. Now let me pose this question:
As an Ethiopian university instructor,
have you ever empathized strongly how
painful it may be when you were unable
to communicate with your teacher, for
you did not know the language he or
she switches into? To me, this question
remains in my mind echoing again and
again as it is inherent within the essence

of the teaching profession.

In a nutshell, code-switching has
potentially both positive and negative
consequences. Taking every possible
outcome into account, I would like to
propose that we should not consider code-
switching as a compromise option for the
complexity of the language competencies.
Instead, to overcome the possible English
language shortcomings in the classroom,
better investment in the proper utilization
of classroom English is needed to enhance
the teaching pedagogy. Above all, I argue
that translation needs to be used as the last
opportunity after the teacher tries every
available means that helps students learn
best, for its disadvantages outweigh its

advantages.
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To follow the latest news
about BDU, check out our
website:-
http://Iwww.bduinfo63@
bdu.edu.et or
http://Iwww.bdu.edu.et
facebook page:- www.face-
book.com/bduethiopia
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HE Patricia M. Haslach, U.S. Ambassador to
Ethiopia at BDU

STEM Incubation Center inauguration House of People’s Representatives Human Resource Standing Committee inter-
at Dilchibo School, Bahir Dar acting with BDU top management to discuss on teaching-learning, research and

community services activities of the university
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BDU signed Memorandum of Under-
standing with different institutions

African Universities
Presidents and Vice-chan-
cellors made debate on
“Secularism and Politi-
cized Faith in Africa” at

Bahir Dar University
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