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Bahir Dar University

Motto of Bahir Dar University Mission

“Wisdom at the Source of the Blue Nile” The mission of Bahir Dar University is to
0L 38 PO Abs” contribute substantially to the nation and beyond
through high quality education, research and

community services.

Vision
Core Values
The vision of Bahir Dar University is to become > Quality
one of the ten premler research universities in > Discourse
Africa by 2025.

» Innovation
> Integrity
» Democratic culture

» Social responsibility
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Are our students delving into Research or Re-search?

ne of the most noticeable
accomplishments of a

student life is earning a
university degree. There is no doubt
that university has a positive impact
on students’ life. For example, it
their

prepare them to take on the harsh

improves self-confidence;
path that lies ahead with no fear.
It is also the best place to develop
their social skills. These ultimate
ambitions come true after many
ups and downs in the long and
hard educational journey although
the effort of our students pointed
in the opposite direction. During
their academic years, students are
supposed to study hard and conduct
a research for the partial fulfillment
of their degree, and thereby to
successfully solve immediate and

long lasting research problems.

Research is not as easy as anyone
assumes to be. It requires us to deeply
involve ourselves in the unknown.
Research is not to re-search what
was revealed, but it is to reveal what
was not researched. It is a complex
process which demands systematic
and scientific data collection and
analysis. In spite of its complexity;
however, effective researchers could
overcome the multi-dimensional

problems encircled the world.

Let all of us now imagine the motivation
of our students for a moment. Do our
students make their own interest to
original and creative effort to the field
they study, or do they make the leap from
gaining theories to cheating the property
of other intellectuals? Do they show
genuine academic concern to what they
learn in their classes, or show a lack of
confidence in research? Consequently,
are there fewer opportunities for our
graduate students to understand the
connection between the theories they
amassed with the practical academic

expectancies? Above all, to what

Yenus Nurie (Department of English Language and Literature)

end besides moving this way will go
unless new checking and supervising
mechanisms are utilized to control and
foster their motivation to transcend their
knowledge of creativity and originality

to innovation and research?

Like

copying on senior essays from

other higher institutions,
previous graduates has been a
common trend among our students.
It is not either difficult to see
senior essays slightly copied from
previous research papers, or adapted
to suit their area of interest. In this
case, libraries are becoming rich
resources for the shameless copy
and paste forgery as students are
simply making use of the previous
essays available.
Beginners as they are, our
undergraduate students have been
found to be shocked and scary to
complete their study in senior essay.
The majority of our students seem
to lack the confidence and skills to
take responsibility and believe it is
up to them to conduct the research
and solve the problems or at least
show their practical endeavor to
the theoretical lessons they studied
in their fields. Others simply feel
intimidated when they think of
starting their research in a particular
topic. Like the other members of
our university instructors, I have
constantly come across prospective
undergraduate students who don’t
know where to begin even to decide
a research topic which they are
genuinely interested.

So as to eliminate students’
dependency onthe work of others and
establish better research-oriented
community, it is vital to address the
root cause of the problem. The most
important factors contributing to low

quality of research papers is the little

motivation of student researcher.
We need to arouse the motivation
and interest of our students by
employing  various  systematic
ways. We need to assist student
researchers in their research, and set
remedies to help them cope with the
current topsy-turvy situation. Good
quality studies need to generally be
rewarded to create favorable and
competitive opportunities among

student researchers.

that
teachers ought to be highly skeptical

Equally important here is
of the entire defense when students
submit their proposal. They can
reject their proposal and urge them
to change, modify so that students
would finally come to realize their
academic  dishonesty.  Despite
criticism from some students, this is
the most important step we can do to
eliminate ‘mere’ copying of senior
essays. By the way, it is disgusting
to encounter this kind of academic
fraud at the expense of developing
strong ambitions and dauntless
visions they had to cultivate as
the future hopes and dreams of
generations lie on the shoulders
of these graduates. In fact, no one
wishes to produce intellectuals
simply re-search what is obvious,
for they are unable to contribute

little to the society they come from.

It is a common misunderstanding
that undergraduate researchers can
be successful only on their own
independent approach, hard work,
and dedication. Equally important;
however, is the contributions of
the advisor in the student-mentor
relationship. The good rapport
established between the advisee and
advisor is the key to success. In the
first place, I soon discovered that

some advisors did not feel the same

way as experts in the field advocate.
Forexample, during the semester that
students were doing their research, I
observed s only some advisors who
scheduled regular meetings with
their undergraduate researchers to
monitor and assist their advisees’
progress. It was also apparent
to see energetic and enthusiastic
advisors who were passionately
supervising their students. On the
contrary, it was surprising to have
student researchers with little or no
devotion and loyalty on the part of

their research.

Indeed, I know how difficult it can
be to put this misbehavior to an end,
and respond to large scale incidents
of the current academic dishonesty,
yet it does not seem to be fair and
suffice either to condemn students
for their wrong deeds. On the other
hand, if left unchecked, it is not
difficult to guess the damaging
consequences of students’ shameless
copying, which the

generations will also expect of each

subsequent

other.

The university needs to set up special
research units that ensure quality,
monitor progresses and supervise
and assist undergraduate students
in supplementing research trainings
besides the courses they take in
each college, faculty or school, and
therefore, fostering our students
by establishing special unit is the
foundation for a successful career
in research in our undergraduate
programs. Each faculty, college or
school mentors should help students
who are still hesitant on starting
their research. For example they can
train undergraduate students about
how to explore and discover a topic

of interest in their fields of study.
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The celebration of Nigeria Day at BDU marked the strong and historic diplomatic ties between Ethiopia and the Ni-
geria, and people to people relationship of the two countries

BDU’s graduation ceremony, 2015
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